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CORRESPONDENCE IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY:
THREE LETTERS FROM OLEXANDR YAKUBSKY TO PETRO KURINNY

Epistolary heritage of scientists is an important source for studying of the history of scientific
activity, everyday life, personal relationships, etc., and its analysis and comparison with already
known evidences open new unknown pages of history. When studying the history of museology and
monument protection activity in USSR in 1920-1930s epistolary heritage of scientists-researchers
allow us to trace events and to establish facts unknown before.

In Scientific archive of IA of NAS of Ukraine large amount of epistolary heritage of scholars-
archaeologists is preserved. In particular, at the personal collection of Petro Kurinnyi (f. 10) three
letters from Oleksandr Yakubskyi to Petro Kurinnyi are stored. Chronologically, they were sent in the
period from September 12, 1924 to September 4, 1930.

Kurinnyi Petro Petrovych (01.05.1894-25.10.1972) — historian, archaeologist, museologist,
organizer of museum and monument preservation activity. From 1924 — director of the Museum of
worship and daily life, after the creation in 1926 of the State Historical and Cultural Reserve — director
of All-Ukrainian museum town (1926 —1932). At the same time, since 1924 — actual member of All-
Ukrainian Archaeological Committee (hereinafter — VUAK), from 1929 — scientific secretary of
VUAK [binokins, 1998, c. 170-172].

At the first letter (Document 1), dated to September 12, 1924 O. Yakubskyi refers to P. Kurinnyi
regarding to the further fate of iconostasis of Orthodox University Church of St. Volodymyr, which
was located in southern part of building of former University of St. Volodymyr. In 1923 iconostasis of
the church was dismantled and church property was taken away. O. Yakubskyi asked P. Kurinnyi to

begin immediately transferring of church property
from the Institute to Lavra Museum [HA IA

HARY, ¢. 10, cip. K-52, apk. 1-138.] (Fig. 1).
P. Kurinnyi's and O. Yakubskyi's activity in
1929 was closely connected with Donbas region —
P - namely, with active promoting of Stalino district

museum of local history and conducting of
protection of historical heritage in this district. At
the second letter (Document 2), dated to October 3,
1929 O. Yakubskyi put a number of important
issues, for example, he described ill condition of
Stalino district museum of local history [HA TA
HAHY, ¢. 10, cp. K-52, apk. 2-3].

Stalino museum had no any impetus for development, besides the decree of local government
about opening (Fig. 2). Industrial town Stalino in 1920s — beginning of 1930s had no infrastructure
network of education and culture institutions, such as, for example, in first provincial center of
region — Luganske, which had well-developed educational and museum network and professional
experts. It was the lack of qualified personnel in the educational, cultural and scientific fields in
Stalino. So it was decided to support Donbas by scientific, trade union and educational institutions of
Kyiv region. This initiative was also endorsed by All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (hereinafter —
VUAN). The main load in the aid with development of museum network and professional training of
specialists was assigned to State Historical and Cultural Reserve "All-Ukrainian museum town"

Puc. 1. [Tinmic Onexcannpa SIkyocbKoro
Fig. 1. Olexandr Yakubsky’s signature
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(hereinafter - VMG) and VUAK. P. Kurinnyi, who occupied senior positions in the reserve and board,
became coordinator from VUAN in assistance to Donbas [HA IA HAHY, ¢. BYAK, cmp. 294a].

Development of industry in eastern Ukraine and particularly in Donetsk province, has attracted
more and more attention to this region. At the same time backwardness of Stalino district at cultural
sphere became apparent. VUAN initiated cultural patronage of public of Kyiv over Stalino [IIpuns,
2014, c. 161-163].

In June 10, 1929 for the implementation of cultural patronage P. Kurinnyi— director of All-
Ukrainian Museum Town was sent by its scientific board to Stalino [HA IA HAHY, ¢. BYAK,
cp. 294a, apk. 4]. VMG took care on the issues of the virtual absence of active local museum in
Stalino. Its main objective in the case of patronage aid to Stalino region was to organize regular work
of the regional museum, which could carry out full research activity.

It's became clear from the content of

AT T | ‘
second letter that O. Yakubskyi became | ‘ :’ cz—: B’ | 2

head of the Museum at the beginning of L memwsTre

August 1929. He concerned about its fate, f‘ H ﬁ'

room, exposition, exhibitions and a!? ¥ Cbn!{,. " ;"33"_,":"03;{ 4‘]

qualified staff for the newly established Lo
institution. B e

The most urgent issue to solve in the |
cultural life of Stalino region, including
the museum activity, was a personnel
shortage. To settle this, VUAN planned |
long-time trips of its employees to Stalino ¢
for practical and methodical assistance.
Decision to sent skilled professionals to
work at cultural institutions of Stalino was
taken as an  effective = method
[HA IA HAHY, ¢.BYAK, cnp.29%a,
apk. 6]. Realization of patronage of
VUAN over Stalino region caused, as we Puc. 2. Illtemmnens CTajiHCBKOTO  OKpPYTrOBOTO  MY3€IO
consider, appearance of O. Yakubskyi and kpae3Hascrsa. 1929 p.
after him — L. Mulyavka at the leading Fig.2. A stamp of Stalin regional Museum of local history.
positions in Stalino museum. 1929

In addition to personal matters, O. Yakubskyi asked P. Kurinnyi within the program of aid from
VUAN to assist with provision of suitable room for Stalino museum. He also recalled about
organization of temporary exhibition of the finds from VMG and asked to postpone defense of his
scientific work at later date.

Aside from museum work O. Yakubskyi also concerned by scientific researches of the territory
of district: he said that the planned expedition could not begins due to a lack of funds. But the same
archive data suggest that Ethnographic-archaeological expedition lasted in 15-23 November 1929 on
the base of archaeological excavation permit Ne 370. During the expedition such villages were
explored: Zemlyanky and Yasynivka, Ovdiiivka district; Amvrosiyivka, Biloyarivka and Uspenka
Amvrosiivka district. Obtained finds complemented greatly collections of Stalino district museum of
local history [Ycauyk, Konecnuk, 2012, c. 7-9; Ilpuns, 2014, c. 147].

So, based on comparison of the data from this letter and report we could argue that
O. Yakubskyi worked in Stalino museum from the beginning (3) in August 1929 and till the middle of
March 1930 [HA IA HAHY, ¢. BYAK, cmp. 327/6, apk. 1].

N caGoEascTa
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Fig. 3. A fragment of the letter from Olexandr Y akubsky
to Petro Kurinny. 1929

P. Kurinnyi traveled to Stalino for
personal acquaintance with general situation.
Reporting about the implementation of
patronage over Stalino region by VUAK,
academician A. Novytskyi noted that in 1929
scientific secretary of VUAK P. Kurinnyi went
to Stalino region, where he gave to employees of
Stalino  region appropriate reports and
information about the activity of VUAK in the
fields of archeology and arts. In addition, VUAK
annually carried out archaeological and artistic
researches in Donbas [HA IA HAHY, ¢. BYAK,
crp. 294a, apk. 18].

At his third letter (Document 3)
O. Yakubskyi concerned with two questions:
first, the fate of manuscript of his dissertation
“Cep[eiicvre] kpsicosee Hauenns”, which he left
to Maria Oleksiivna [Nowicka] and, second, the
conversation  with  Stephan  Andriyovych
Taranushenko about Chernobyl orenkoydesh
from Novograd-Volynskyi, conditions of its
preservation and further fate [HA IA HAHY,
¢. 10, cop. K-52, apk. 4-538.] (Fig. 3).

Thus, a small number of preserved
correspondence between O. Yakubskyi and
P. Kurinnyi combined with other archival
sources allow the researchers to complement
history of the formation of Stalino district
museum of local history, to determine the period
of O. Yakubskyi's work in the museum and to
expand our impression about creative relations
between scholars of the end of 1920s -
beginning of 1930s.

Appendix

Document 1
12/IX 24

Benvmuwuanosnuii
m. Kypunnuii!

Bu 3naeme, wo 6 munynomy poyi 6yio 3HAmMo

6 Incmum/[ymi] Hap.[oonoi] Ocseimu ixonocmac

bysuioi ynigepcimemcvkoi yepkeu. Kpim mozo € 6 nac ycsake we yepkogre MaiHo — pizu, 4auiu mo wo.
Meni nepexasysanu, wo Jlaspcokuii myset, wo nio Bawum 3a8i0yeannsam, mae Hamip 3abpamu ye éce
0o cebe. Cnogiwaro Bac, wo mu cmoimo neped HeoOXiOHOCIO K M02a weuode no30ymucs 8Cix yux
peuel, 60 80HU 3aUMAIOMb 6 HAC NOMPIOHY agoumopiio. Ak wo Bvl macme 3moey ii nompeby ye ece
3abpamu, npowy He2aiiHo (6 cybomy, 13%°) nosidomumu i po3noyamu 6UEO3KY MAlIHA.

3 mosap. [ucekum] npusimannsam

[nionuc] O. Axybcokuil

* . . . .
ITopaeTbcs MOBOIO OpHriHaiy, opdorpadis Ta MyHKTyauis 30epeKeHi.
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Document 2
3.X1929

Cmanine

2 ninis, 62. Myszet

Benvmuwanosnuii

Ilempe Ilemposuuy!

Bce a mas madito Ha nowamky aucmonady npuixamu 0o Jlagpu, 3axucmumu ceorwo pobomy
(npomoyiiiny)” ma ocmamouno opopmumu 30auy Biooiny Kymvmis, are obcmasunu ckiadaromvcs
mak, wo 00 ROYaAmK) 3UMU NPUIXAMU MeHi He 008e0embCsi.

Lfi oea wmicayi, wo s eoce 6 CmaniHomy, niwIu YilkKOM HA CUCMEMAMU3ayio ma
nepeexcnosuyiro Mysero.

Hi excneouyii na nepugepiio, ni poskonis 00ci Hemodicha 6y10 po3novamu yepes3 Opax epoultetl.
Jluwe yumu OHAMU Mae Oymu 3ameepoNCceHUli HOBULL KOUMOPUC, MOdCHA OyOe nowamu yro pooomy i,
AK W0 n0200a NpoCmoims we, mo we Yb020 PoKy HOKONAICA MPOoXuU.

3 mysetinum npumingenuam cnpaéa cmoimv 6esHadiiino noearo. Toiui Oyounox (0ys.[uioeo]
inoc.[enepa] Csiyuna), wjo 3a Hb020 6u Kazamu 36inbHUSCA, are Hapocsima ne saxmina e3smu tioeo,
MOMUBYIOHU Ye MUM, WO HeMd KOuimie 05 HAUMy ROmpiOHOI Oisi 00CIY208aHHS MAK020 OYOUHKY
KIIbKOCMU CAYHCHUKIG.

Tnwozo maxozo 6yOunKy Hapocsima medic 3apas He oae. Taxum uunom Myseii mycums we yei
DIK MYIUmMucs 8 Yiikom Hegiono8iOHOMY NPUMIUYEHHI.

Jlobpe 6yno 6, ax bu Bu, 6 nopsaokoei we@cmea, HAMUCHYIU HA MYMEUIHIO HAPOCEImYy, Mmum
oinvue, wo xoau Bu 30ilicnume 00iyauxy U npuwiieme mamepisiy O MUMHACOBOI GUCTNABKU, MO
HiOe OyOe ix nokasyeamu. /o peuu, Koau npubauzHo modice npubymu 0o Hac ys eucmaexa? Meni
Hanedxcano 6 3namu ye 3a30ane2iosv, Wob npusomyeamu xo4 mpoxu meo.is.

Ckinoku 6impur i AKUX po3Mipie (opieHmupoeoyHo) eona nompedysamume? Pazom i3
BUCABKOI0 mpeba Npuciamu Xod O00HO20 Hazaadaud, 00 MymewlHil NepCcoHAl KPUMUKU He
BUMPUMYE.

YV mene 0o Bac nepconanvbnozo nopsoxy RpOXaHMs: 8 3653KY 13 HEMOMNCIUGICMIO O/l MeHe
suixamu 3apaz 00 Kueea na 3axucm npomoy[iinoi]. pobomu — 6i0k1adims 11020 HA 2pyOeHb MICSAYb.
Lumu onamu 2 euuiiro Bav mezu pobomu ti cnucox pomoepaiti, wo ix mpedba 3amosumiu.

B axomy cmani 3apaz Biooin Kynomie, xmo uum 3a8ioye? Aki nepconanvui 3minu 6 cKiaoi
Hayxoeoi' Konecii? 3 nacxu Bawoi, nepeoaiime eciti Konezii ma i 63aeani écim cniepobimuuxam
Topooxa moe npusimanus. Bydy dyoce Bam 0sunuti, sk wo 6ionogicme Ha mi NUMAHHS, WO S iX
Ccmasio.

Tomosuii 0o nocnye [nionuc] On. Axybck
Document 3
4.1X.1930
Bervmuwanosnuii
Ilempe Ilemposuuy!

YV mene sanuwunocs epascinna, niou mu 3 Bamu ymosunuce, wo 80oceHu OpyKy8AmMumemuscs y
30ipHuKo6i Odocnionuxie Jlagpu mos poboma “€ep.[eiicoke] kpaxcoge nauenmna”. Ilpunaiimmui s
sanuwue Mapii Onexciieni [Hosuywkiii] * ooun npumipnuk ona opyky. Sx ace sapas cmoime cnpaea?
lpykysamumeme Bu morw pobomy uu ui? Ak wo ons Bac ye 3 axux 6y0b MipKy8aHb He3PYYHO, MO

* TIpomouiiina HaykoBa po0OTa — MyONiYHME 3aXMCT TOKTOPCHKOI JMCEpTaliiiHOi poGOTH. BCTaHOBIEHMH MOPSIOK
3aXUCTY AUCEPTALlii.

* Hosuywvra Mapisn Onexciiena (31.VIIL.1896, Mocksa — 12.X11.1965, KuiB) — MUCTENTBO3HABELb, MY3EHHHUK, apXEOJIOT.
Jouka axanemika Oxnexcu Hosumpkoro. YV 1924-1933 pp. mpampoBana 3aBigylouol0 BiIJiIoM INUTTS (TKaHWUH 1 IIHUTTS,
¢douay mutTs) y Beeykpaincekomy myseliHomy ropoaky [Cryaenens, 2004; 2005].
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nosioomme mere, abu s NiOWyKas iHulo2o eudasys, 60 3axradamu pooomy Ha mpemiil PiK Hasps0 Yu
00YiNbHO.

I1.[Cmegpan] A.[Anopitiosuu] Tapanywenko™ numas y mene 3a 4opHoOUNLCHKULE OpeHKOLOew. .

Cnpasa maxa: wagha cmosna 6 cunazosi, pisoneni vacmuny Oyau Ha eopuwi. Bzamo ece ane
gomoepadhii e modicna 6yno 3pobumu 60 KoMy Jic, open. Kotdeut He 0y6 3iopanuil. [Ipome 2adaro, wo
300pamu 11020 OIAKOM MOACIUBO, K WO 4020 OpAKye, mo OpiOHUYD.

He giomosme oic nogioomumu 3a OpYKYBAHHS KHUMICKU, — K He MOdCeme HAnucamu cami,
oopyuims Mapii Onexc.[iisni] [Hosuybvkiii], abo xomy inwomy.

Bcwvoeo natikpawjoeo. Beix unenie Konezii gimaio [nionuc] On. Axyoc.
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* Tapanywenxo Cmegan Anodpitiosuy (09(21).XI1. 1889, Jlebemun — 13.X.1976, Kuis) — MUCTETBO3HABELD, MY3EHHUK,
nam’aTkooxoporenp. Y 19221933 pp. ouonroBaB My3eit ykpaiHCbKOro MuUCTENTBa y XapKOBi.

* Openkoiinenr — gianekTusm, Tpaauuiiino Apon-a-Kogem (¥ 797 197K Cearuit koBuer — mada s 30epiranus cysiit
Topu y cunarosi. Yoproburvcvka cunazoza Gyna nodynosana 6ausbko 1870 p. Ii sigBinysanu Tak 3Bani 4OpHOGMILCHKI
XaCUIH — MPUXWIBHUKY TUHACTI] CBATHX pabuHIB TBepchkux 3 MicTeuka YopHOOMIH (3BiACH MOXOMUTH HAa3Ba CHHATOTH).
HasuBanacsa Ttakox “UepHoOwmnep kinoi3” (kioi3 — MonmToBHME OyauHOK y XacunmiB) Ta “Bec-Menpemr”, abo “ber-
Taminpam” (Oyzunok MonuTBH it HaBuaHHA). Y 1929 p. UopHOoOMIbCchka cuHarora Oyna 3akpura. Y 1930-x pp. y msomy
OyAMHKY 3HaXOJIUBCSI KOMCOMOJIbChKHI K1y [Koran, Baxoscerkuif, 2005; Koran].
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Onexcanop IIPUHb,
Mapuna IIPHHb

JIMCTYBAHHA Y HAYKOBOMY CIIIBTOBAPUCTBI:
TPU JINCTU OJIEKCAH/IPA SAKYBCBKOI'O J10 IIETPA KYPIHHOI'O

EnicTonsipHa crmaaiiyHa HAyKOBI[IB € BaXKJIMBUM JDKEPEIOM IS JOCIIIDKEHHS iCTOpii HayKw,
TIOBCSAK/ICHHS, MiKOCOOMCTICHMX 3B'I3KiB TOIIO. Ii aHami3 Ta MOPIBHAHHA i3 BiKe BiIOMUMHU (paKTaMu
BiIKpHBa€ HOBI HeBioMi crTopiHku ictopii. Ilpum BuBYeHHi icTopii My3elHOi cmpaBu Ta
nam’TkooxopoHHoi podotu YCPP y 1920-1930-x pp. emicTossipHa cnagminHa BYSHUX-JOCHTITHUKIB
JIO3BOJISIE TPOCTEXKYBAaTH MMOJii Ta BUABAATH HOBI (haktu. Y HaykoBomy apxiBi IA HAH Vkpainu
30epiracThCs 3HAYHUNA MACHB CICTOJSPHOI CITAIIITTHN HAYKOBITIB-apXEOJIOTiB. 30KpeMa B 0COO0BOMY
donmi Ilerpa Kypinnoro 30epiratotbes Tpu mctu Onekcanapa Skyocekoro go Ilerpa KypinHoro.
XpOHOJIOTIYHO BOHHM HajiciaHi y MpoMiKoK 4acy Bix 12 BepecHs 1924 p. mo 4 Bepecus 1930 p. ¥V
3alpoONOHOBaHIM CTAaTTI 3po0JeHo aHami3 iHpopMalii, ssKka MICTUTBCS y HUX JIUCTaxX. Y TMO€AHaHHI 3
IHIIMMH apXiBHUMH JKEPesIaMy 1€ J03BOJIUIIO 3'ACyBaTH OKpPEMi MUTAaHHs CTAHOBJICHHS Ta PO3BUTKY |
CraJiHChKOTO OKPYKHOTO MY3€I0 Kpae3HaBcTBa y nepiox kinmsg 1920-x — mogatky 1930-x pp.
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