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BEREHOVE IN THE 17™-18™ CENTURIES:
CHARACTERISTICS OF POLITICAL-ADMINISTRATIVE
AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT!

The relevance of the history of Berehove is due to its undiscovered past. The town was
the seat of the Bereg County and the centre of the region in the 17" and 18" centuries. The
present study attempts to outline the political-administrative, socio-economic issues of the
period that contribute to an understanding of the town’s centuries-old history. In the period
under study, Berehove was part of the manor of Mukachevo Castle, which left its mark on
the town’s condition and struggles. Among the Transylvanian princes of the time, the urban
policy of the representatives of the Rakdczi dynasty is the most important to be traced. The
policies of the Transylvanian princes meant both protection and, on several occasions, great
challenges for the town, as Berehove became one of the centres of anti-Habsburg movements
after Mukachevo. The written sources confirm the political and economic links between
Mukachevo Castle as a princely centre and Berehove during the liberation struggles. The
citizens of the town were represented by the princes on several occasions in peacetime, but
in the event of a Polish invasion, for example, Berehove and its inhabitants paid a high price
for supporting the Transylvanian prince. The Transylvanian princes built and maintained a
court house in the town and were guests here on numerous occasions. The period of the siege
of Mukachevo Castle (1685-1688) proved to be a difficult time for the town, when it became
the scene of military clashes. During the Rakoczi War of Independence, the rebels of the area
were concentrated here, as the chief justice of the town, Samuel Kemsey, supported Ferenc
Rékoczi IT from the early days. Berehove was the only town where the anti-imperial flag-
unfolding of the Kuruc could be carried out with great enthusiasm. This is why it became
known as the so-called «Kuruc town» in the eyes of the imperial military.

The need to supply both the imperial army and, in time, the liberation army with food
and soldiers put the town administration in a difficult situation. High quality wine production
was a source of income for the town’s farmers — landowners and ordinary citizens alike —
except when faced with the lawlessness of the enemy military. After the defeated war of
independence, the town was re-integrated into the Habsburg Empire, continuing to function
as a county centre.

Key words: the Rakoczi princes, the Kuruc, Berehove, the war of independence,
censuses.

! The Hungarian name of the town is Beregszasz.
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At the end of the 16" century, Berehove, as a town belonging to the estates of
Mukachevo Castle, despite its privileges, was repeatedly obliged by the imperial authorities
to maintain the army. The people of Berehove were constantly involved in the repair work
after the sieges of Mukachevo Castle. In 1612, Miklés Eszterhdzy, lord-sheriff of Bereg
County, took over the manor of Mukachevo by his marriage. Not only did he demand
the wine tithe from Berehove, but also appropriated some of the patented vineyards. In
response to the protests of the town’s residents, he ordered the military from Munkachevo
Castle to Berehove. The intimidated population fled to the surrounding forests, but in time
the chief justice, Istvan Vajda, obtained a letter of protection for the inhabitants from King
Matthias IT (Balogh, 1890)°.

We have valuable data about the town from the census of 1613, according to which
the citizens of Berehove paid 153 forints 25 denars per year as land rent. They also gave
crops, tithes and ninth taxes, and 16 barrels of the wine paid as tenth tax were given to the
Reformed pastors. It was their duty to cultivate the landlord’s vineyards in exchange for
wheat. Furthermore, the townspeople were obliged to repair and tyre old barrels. In those
years, 12 judges by jury, the chief justice, the customs officer, the notary, the herdsman and
other shepherds were exempt from tax. The town was obliged to measure out 32 barrels
of wine annually for the benefit of the landlord. The milling right was the property of the
landlord, and the income from the three-stone mill here was used to support the priest, the
students, the schoolmasters and the millers, in addition to the landlord.

When the Transylvanian prince Gabor Bethlen (1580-1629) became the owner
of Berehove, he assured the town of his support. He had a mansion built here, or more
precisely, he converted the Dominican monastery into a princely mansion. He did much for
the development of the town’s crafts and trade, as well as for the education of the town’s
students.

Catherine of Brandenburg, wife of Prince Gabor Bethlen, granted the town of
Berehove a wine trade privilege on January 15, 1630. The charter was drawn up two months
after Gabor Bethlen’s death, so it is possible that Bethlen himself proposed the privileges.

The next significant change of ownership took place on 6 May 1633, when Gyorgy
Rékoécezi and his wife, Zsuzsanna Lorantffy took possession of the Mukachevo manor
together with Berehove (Balogh, 1890). Gyorgy Rakoczi helped the residents of war-torn
Berehove on several occasions, and ordered the officers of Mukachevo Castle not to ask for
food during their stay in the town (SATR-2).

During the reign of the Reformed Princess Zsuzsanna Lorantffy (1602—1662), Berehove
had to deliver more than 400 barrels of wine and 100 building beams to Mukachevo Castle.
With regard to the payment of taxes, the princess showed fairness on several occasions; for
example, she fulfilled the request of Mrs Janos Szasz, who asked for exemption from the tax
on the grounds of poverty, and the exemption was granted (Balogh, 1890).

With the death of Gydrgy Rakoczi, the princely property passed to his son, Gyorgy
Rékoéczi I1. He was the one who repeatedly took part in the war against King Ferdinand II
with the aim to restore the freedom of the Evangelical creed (Balogh, 1890). At this time, the
army, having plundered the property of the Catholics, reduced their influence in and around

2 The lawsuit involved the fact that the citizens filed a legal appeal with Palatine Gyo6rgy Thurzo,
and had the case investigated with the help of the Lelesz convent; 69 witnesses were questioned in
Berehove. As a result of the lawsuit, Palatine Gyorgy Thurz6 also reprimanded Eszterhazy in 1613 not
to harass the citizens of Berehove regarding the wine tithe.
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Berehove. During the 17" and 18" centuries, Berchove was also subordinate to the holders
of the Mukachevo manor under the 1649, 1699 and 1704 urbariums, and accordingly paid
taxes and services in kind (Lehoczky, 1999, p. 103)°. This was increasingly difficult to
achieve at a time of atrocities in the town, the most serious of which was the Polish invasion.

The events of June 17, 1657, are among the tragic days of Berehove, when the town
was burned down by vengeful Poles due to the unsuccessful campaign of Gyorgy Rakéczi
IT in Poland. Polish Marshal Jerzy Lubomirski, the general, retaliated against Gyorgy
Rékoécezi II’s campaign to seize the throne in his homeland. On 15 June, the marshal crossed
the Beskids with his army, raiding and pillaging all Rakoczi estates, including Berehove.
He arrived at the town on June 17, when its population fled to the Catholic Church, but
here, in this holy place, everyone was massacred, and then the town was burnt to ashes
(Bellyei, 1939). The fortress guard in Munkachevo could not attempt to defend Berehove.
Gyorgy Rakoczi 1T (1621-1660) died of wounds sustained in the Battle of Szaszfenes* in
1660, and his wife, Zs6fia Bathori (1629-1680) took over the rule of the manor. With the
financial help of the Catholic princess, the church of the town was partially repaired and
covered. Thanks to her religious zeal, the Protestants were driven out of the church.

The princess maintained continuous contact with the leadership of the county,
which was manifested in the fact that she sent envoys to Berehove on a permanent basis
(SATR-5; SATR-4; SATR-8), and received delegates from there in Munkachevo Castle
(SATR-3; SATR-1).

After the death of Zsdfia Bathori (1680), the town of Berehove became the property
of her daughter-in-law, Ilona Zrinyi (1643—1703) and later Ilona Zrinyi’s husband, Imre
Thokoly (1657-1705), the so-called «Kurue Kingy». Thokoly’s uprising only partially affected
the town. Berehove participated in the military supply of the Thokdlyan troops. Thokoly
himself stayed in Berehove several times. In mid-March 1681, he received a Turkish envoy
in Berehove, Mehmet Aga, who was also called the Lame Bey. Berehove was the location of
Thokoly’s international negotiations on several occasions (Angyal, 1888, p. 232, 238, 280).
The «Kuruc King» protected the town against excessive taxation, in a letter to his officers
dated February 14, 1682, he ordered them to protect the poor (SATR-11), and he also severely
punished rioters not only in the town, but in the whole region (SATR-7). The numerous
letters preserved in the State Archives of the Transcarpathian Region are evidence of his
relationship with the leadership of Bereg County, and testify to his discussions with the
county delegates (SATR-6). His wife, [lona Zrinyi, also defended the town and its inhabitants
as a princess. In her orders, she also provided for the protection of a soldier and some
serfs who had settled in Berehove, referring to the town’s old privilege of accommodated
people (SATR-9). During the uprising led by Thokoély, the imperial troops often used the
courtyard next to the church, surrounded by a stone fence, as a night resting place, as they
feared the Kuruc attacking from Mukachevo Castle. The strongest raid against the imperial
troops camped in Berehove took place on 8 June 1686, when Mihdly Radics, captain of
Mukachevo Castle, marched against them with an escort of 160 horsemen’. The German
troops stationed here were violent towards the townspeople. As a result of the Kuruc attack,

3 This practice changed only during the Schénborn family’s ownership (1730), following an
agreement between the Royal Chamber.

* Szaszfenes (Hungarian) — Floresti (Romanian) — Floreshti (English) — today, a settlement in
Romania.

5 Besides the riders, they were accompanied by Gaspar Sandor, Balint Nemessanyi, Daniel
Absolon, Samuel Jeney and Andras Dardczy.
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the imperial troops were forced into the church tower and fired at the Kuruc from there. The
siege lasted for nearly three hours, and in the end 225 prisoners were disarmed, while the
Radics troop lost 10 hajduks and 1 horseman, and 19 were wounded. With the prisoners and
the wounded, they retreated to Mukachevo Castle. Princess Ilona Zrinyi solemnly received
the victorious troops, took the four captured flags, and then the prisoners swore an oath of
allegiance to the Kuruc (Thaly, 1868; Balogh, 1890, p. 253-254). As a result of this attack,
the chapel of St. Michael next to the church was completely burnt down, and the church
building was also badly damaged (Ronai, 1907, p. 19). Later, stones from this chapel were
used to rebuild the church.

During October 1686, the soldiers of Mukachevo Castle came down to Berehove
several times to collect the wine to be delivered (Angyal, 1888, p. 452—-453). The scouts
of the castle kept a constant watch on the town and its surroundings, and knew when the
German military movement was, and how many people were coming to stay in the town.

A radical change occurred for the townspeople, especially the Catholics, after the
fall of the castle in 1688, when Ilona Zrinyi, described by the French king, as «the bravest
woman in Europe», handed the castle over to the imperial military. At that time, the town
got into the hands of Cardinal Lipot Kollonich as the guardian of the Rakoczi orphans,
Ferenc and Julia, and Ferenc Klobusitzki as financial director. However, it had a beneficial
effect on the mood of the population when Lip6t Kollonich allowed the Protestants to build
a house of prayer on the Franciscan property, thus easing the tension between the believers
practising the two religions. At the same time, however, many church properties were
returned to the ownership of the Catholic Church, but the parish was only restored after the
Rakoczi War of Independence, in 1715 (Roénai, 1907, p. 20)°.

The diary of Sandor Karolyi, lord-sheriff of Satu Mare County (Waltherr, 1874;
Kopeczi & Varkonyi, 1973, p. 73—128), as well as the diary of Pal Tarpay (Thomasivskyj,
1912) and the memoirs of the Great Prince himself (Szalai, 1979), allow us to trace the role
of Berehove and the county in the nation’s liberation struggle. The first and most important
event regarding the role of the town was the Kuruc flag-unfolding on May 22, 1703. Led
by the leaders Tamas Esze (Esze, 1966), Gyorgy Bige (Esze, 1954, p. 302)7, Mihaly Pap®,
and Janos Majos’, the people, inspired by the Rakoczi flags, first began their recruiting
campaign in Tarpa (Hungary). Here, 300 infantrymen and 40 cavalrymen were won for the
fight for freedom, and 62 more joined them in Variyevo (Esze, 1954; Lehoczky, 1903). In
the dignified text of Rakoczi’s proclamation, the moderate promises and stern prohibitions
of the proclamation were transformed by the speaker into great exhortations and threats.
The 500 or so horsemen and infantry who had gathered in Variyevo spent the night on the
outskirts of the village (Esze, 1952, p. 5-6; Hegediis, 1993). They knew that the next day,
Saturday, 22 May 1703, there would be a national fair in Berehove, and that they could mass
the soldiers who wanted to join them. The next morning, this group arrived at the fairground
in Berehove. They tried to win the people over with both eloquence and threats. The county
officials noticed the danger and sent messengers to the garrison commanders in Mukachevo
Castle and Satu Mare Castle to inform them of the situation in the town (Csatary, 1997).

¢ The St. Michael’s Chapel was rebuilt in 1743, before the church, by Count Schénborn-
Buchheim, heir of the Rakdczi estates, as the church’s patron.

7 Gyorgy Bige was a member of the delegation of the Tiszahat rebels sent to Rakdczi.

8 About the role of Mihaly Pap as a regiment captain see: Esze, 1955, p. 421-422.

9 Janos Majos — Ugocha County nobleman. He defended Rakoczi in the Battle of Mukachevo
(1703), later became a regiment captain.
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The fact that Samuel Kemsey, chief justice of Berehove, was already a Kuruc
sympathizer at the time of the flag-unfolding helped the cause of the war of independence.
At that time, an imperial garrison consisting of 50 Austrian and Hungarian soldiers was
stationed in Berehove, which did not offer any resistance. The county nobility and leading
officials, led by the lord-sheriff Count Istvan Csaky, had fled long ago towards the safe Satu
Maru Castle.

In the market square of Berehove (today Ferenc Rékéczi I Square), it was rumoured
that Rékdczi was coming to the town. Albert Esze and Albert Kis also proclaimed the
Berezhany!'® manifesto in Berehove, unfolding the remaining flags. The flags proclaimed
the name and rank of Rakoczi and the motto «Cum Deo pro Patria et Libertate» (With God
for the Fatherland and Freedom). In the marketplace of Berehove, the rebels had already
begun to organise themselves in a military way. Their leaders took an oath, and then military
ranks were approved among themselves. Tamas Esze, Albert Kis'!, and Istvan Moricz
(Moricz, 1973) were elected captains of infantry, Mihaly Pap (Esze, 1954, p. 302-303;
Esze, 1955, p. 421-422), Janos Majos and Marton Nagy were elected captains of cavalry.
The sworn troops toured the whole region. They proclaimed the manifesto, and recruited
troops for the liberation war (Esze, 1952, p. 6).

In his letter to Istvan Kohary (NSzL-1) dated May 25, 1703, Sandor Karolyi, lord-
sheriff of Satu Mare County, wrote that the town had entertained the Kuruc, who had not
committed any violent offences in the town, but had taken food, drink, weapons and even
the horses. Rakoczi forbade the disturbance of noble mansions and churches, and the abuse
of the nobility and churchmen. From there, they marched on to meet Rékdczi at the Veretske
Pass, where they were finally able to meet the Prince. According to the lines in Karolyi’s
diary, Bereg and Ugocha were completely overrun by the rebels, but they were also waiting
for them in Satu Mare.

During the War of Independence, Rékdczi took care of the Kuruc injured in the
battle and their widows. On September 25, 1706, Marton Nagy (Esze, 1955, p. 346-347)
appealed to the prince, who joined the insurgents on the day of the flag-unfolding in
Berehove. By this time he had lost his sight in the fighting and asked the prince to dismiss
him. Rakoczi personally instructed him to have himself examined by the chief officer in
charge, as this was the only way to dismiss him. On 22 December 1705, the widow of
Tibor Istvan Kismarjai, a former cavalry soldier from Berehove, asked Rékoczi for help
(SATR-10).

The people of Berehove first appealed to the Prince in May 1705 to settle the debts
of the town. The prince made his response conditional on the capitulation of Mukachevo
Castle (SATR-12). The town’s representatives turned to Rakoczi with confidence in the
hope of solving their problems (SATR-13, SATR-14).

During the war of independence, Rékdczi stayed in Berehove several times. Returning
from Transylvania, on December 21, 1705, he ordered the individual uprising from the
Bethlen-Rakoczi mansion. On January 29, 1709, he stayed in Nove Selo. On April 16, 1709,
he spent the night in Berehove. On April 17, the prince dealt with the issues of the war of
independence (Lehoczky, 1881, p. 106).

10 Berezhany today is in Ternopil region, Ukraine.

T Albert Kis, serf of Bereg county, leader of the uprising in Hegyalja. Rakoczi promoted him to
regiment captain, but in 1704 he had him executed for his disorderly conduct. For his activities, see:
Kovacs, 1988. P. 29-35; Esze, 1952. P. 150.
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These documents also show the difficult economic situation of the town and the
country as a whole. The burdens of warfare became unbearable, far exceeding the country’s
capacity to cope, and this was reflected in the battlefield, with the consequences we know
so well today.

After the Rakoéczi War of Independence, the town of Berehove also came under the
supervision of the Chamber of Szepes, which partly resulted in the town being obliged to
pay disproportionately large amounts of taxes (SATR-15).

In conclusion, the 17th and 18th centuries were a period of significant change and
upheaval for Berehove. The town endured the rule of various powerful figures, including
the Eszterhazy family, Gabor Bethlen, and the Rakoczi family. While these changes
often brought hardship, such as heavy taxes, military occupation, and destruction, they
also offered periods of relative peace and prosperity. Notably, Gabor Bethlen’s support
fostered the development of crafts and trade, and Ferenc Rakoczi II protected the town from
excessive taxation.

The most dramatic event of this period was undoubtedly the Kuruc Uprising led by
Ferenc Rakoczi I1. Berehove played a pivotal role in the uprising, witnessing the unfolding
of the Kuruc flag and the recruitment of soldiers. Through the documents cited, we gain a
deeper understanding of the town’s struggles and its contribution to the fight for freedom.

Despite the challenges, the people of Berehove demonstrated resilience and a strong
sense of community. They petitioned for their rights, appealed for help during times of
hardship, and actively participated in the war of independence. The historical documents
explored here provide a valuable glimpse into the complex and fascinating story of Berehove
during this dynamic period.
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BEPET'OBE B XVII-XVIII CTOJITTAX:
OCOBJIMBOCTI HOJITUKO-AIMIHICTPATUBHOI'O
TA COIITAJIBHO-EKOHOMIYHOT'O PO3BUTKY

Bucsitineno mnwuraHHs, 1OB’s3aHi 3 icropieto M. beperose. 3asHaueHo, Imo B
XVII-XVIII ct. micteuko Oyno nienTpoM bepespkoro komirary. 3podieHo crpody okpecin-
TH TIOJTITUKO-aIMiHICTPATUBHI Ta COIiaJIbHO-CKOHOMIYHI TIPOOIIEMH MIEPioy, SIKi CIIPHSIIOTH
KpaloMy po3yMiHHIO 0araToBiKOBOi icTopii MicTa. BcTaHOBIEHO, IO B OCIIIKYBaHUI
nepion beperose mepeOyBao i FOPHCIUKITIEF0 MyKadiBCHKOTO 3aMKY, IO TTO3HAYMIIOCS
Ha cTaHi i 60poTE0i MicTa. 3ayBasKeHO, IO cepell TPAHCHIBBAHCHKHUX KHA31B IHOTO IIEpio-
Iy HaBaKJIHMBINIOKO Oyiia MiChKa IOJIITHKA MPEICTAaBHAUKIB AMHACTI Pakori, mo o3Havyana
SIK 3aXWCT, TaK 1 cepiio3Hi BUMIPOOyBaHHS UL MicTa, OCKUTBKH Tricist MykaueBa beperose
CTaJIO OTHUM 13 IIEHTPIB aHTHTa0COypP3bKUX pyXiB. [liATBEpIKCHHS MOTITUYHAX Ta CKOHO-
MIYHHX 3B’513KiB MK MyKadiBChKUM 3aMKOM SIK KHSDKHM LIEHTPOM i M. beperose B mepiof
BH3BOJIBHUX 3MaraHb BiJHAH/IEHO B MHCEMHHX JKepelax. 3ayBaXKeHo, [0 B MUPHHUH dac
MEIIKaHIIB MiCTa HEOTHOPa30BO OOPOHWIIN KHsI31, a, HAIIPUKIIAJ, Y Yac IT0JIBCHKOTO BTOP-
THEHHS BOHM 3aIUIaTHJIN BUCOKY IIHY 3a NPUXWIBHICTB /IO TPAHCHIIBBAHCHKOTO KHSI3I.

Haronomeno, mo TpaHcHIIbBaHCHKI KHS31 OOY/yBaIH i yTPUMYBaJIN OyIMHOK CY/Iy B
MICTI Ta HEOTHOPA30BO OyIIM TYT TOCTSIMU. 3BEPHEHO YBary Ha OJMH 13 HABayKUMX MepioiiB
UL Micta — obory MykadiBcskoro 3amky (1685—1688), koiu BiH cTaB apeHOIO BiHCHKO-
BHX 3ITKHCHb. BCcTaHOBIIGHO, IO TiJT Yac BiHU 3a HE3aJICXKHICTh i mpoBogoM D. Paxkorri
MTOBCTAHII 007acTi 30CepeNMIInCS caMe TyT, OCKUIbKH ronoBHHN cymas micta C. Kemmei
migTpuMyBaB Pakori 3 mepmmx aHIB, a beperose Oyrmo €quHHM MICTOM, ¢ MOXKHA OyIT0
3 BEJIMKUM €HTY31a3MOM HPOBECTH PO3rOPTAHHS KypYLBKOTO aHTHIMIIEPCHKOTO Iparopa,
BiJITaK B OYaX IMIEPCHKUX BiCHKOBHUX BOHO CTaJIO BiIOME SIK «MicTeuko Kypyiy.

Bxkazano, 110 He0OXiTHICTh 3a0€3MEUNTH IMITEPCHKY apMif0, a 3r0JIOM i BU3BOJIBHY ap-
MIIO COJIaTaMU Ta IMPOAYKTaMH ITOCTABHIIA MICBKY aJIMIHICTPAII0 y CKPYTHE CTAaHOBHIIE.
3’sicOBaHO, 1110 BUPOOHHIITBO BUCOKOSIKICHOTO BHHA OYJI0 JUKEPEIIOM JIOXOY JUlsl (epMepiB
MiCTa — SIK 3¢MJICBJIACHHKIB, TaK 1 MPOCTUX T'POMAJISIH — 33 BUHSATKOM BHUITJKIB, KOJIU BOHH
CTHKaIKCS 3 0e33aKOHHIM BOPOXKOi apMii. BUCHYBaHO, 10 IS TOpa3Ky y BiiiHI 3a He3a-
JISKHICTh MICTO 3HOBY OyJ10 iHTErpoBaHe 10 iMIiepii ['abcOypris, MpomoBKyr0oIH (HYHKIIiF0-
BaTH SIK OKPYXXHUH LEHTP.
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